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The Madison Whig Advocate, recommend to our faror the sub-Treasu- ry

system!
downfall. Yes, sir. t cry of "gentle-
men" upon him by hiiends will finish
him with the party ch supports him,
they might as wellive cried umad
dog!" It is a certainognostic that he
is going down. Fr the hour that
father Ritchie madet fatal discovery.

custom by t!i Secretary f tike T?-ur- y

kiaweii
Suciu sir. is tie t?oe Vy txai Bjaeriv ai titwdar. r m--t W

the ability aal ia't-jr-r- y

your Treasure D'rfasat
.oaJucted. awsd by tats aul
public moay & bweta ic-sr- 5a ! v.--
Mis revert suxst save !a jv.
worawjed ts Vxiarr i
that tie iaaa!y e'erk iy wna it
maitf is already aa.Sfr tV i.
dlspJeaaare. it i a bw:?.j s
is a saeer threwSjur. ar.i X
tarys aabasala i.oti!w y a . tf

quency in office, and violation of duty,
in subordinate officers reported by
commissioners appointed by the Presi-
dent himself cases not only of default,
but fraud, of repeated applications of
public money to private uses no less
than 40 since 1835, in three years and
yet the officers were retained in office,
and reappointed to office after their de-

linquencies and moral turpitude were
known to the Department. I will go
further: they have been countenanced
and encouraged to become defaulters,
and to perjure themselves and defraud
the Treasury. I am not declaiming

Ml i F tin v

even no, not the least this thing waj
as well known, not perhaps the amount
exactly, but the defalcation was as wU
known before October, as afterwards ta
November. But, the election wr ia
October, and concealment of this nefa-
rious transaction was every thing until
after the Empire State and her sisters
of the Union had voted. This was tSte

secret of this delay, and this was Swart-
wout's passport to Europe! "Better-- let
it ben until after the elections! It would
not do. If it had been known, whea
elections were turning on the Sub-Treasu- ry

scheme, that th chief Sub-Treasur- er

had marched off with a million a ad
more of the public money, it would have
had an electric effect: it would have

The next letter is from Swartwout to
Woodbury, dated the 21st, in reply to
Woodbury's letter of the 16th, enclosing
one front Price, dated the 20th, showing
his individual liability for judgments on
protests, and stating that the notices of
protests were estimated at between 200,-00- 0

and $300,000.
Woodbiry then, in a letter to Barker,

dated Apr! 23d, refers Swartwout's let-
ter to him, and suggests that Swartwout
should furtish Hoyt, his successor, with
funds to rreet refunded duties paii un-
der protests

Barker, ly letter to Swartwout, dated
24th of April, states his of the 21st had
been refernd to him, and that it was
necessary he should so furnish Hoyt
with funds.

Barker to Swartwout, April the 26th,
requests him to render his accounts to
the First Auditor. Gilpin, the Solicitor,
in a letter to Barker, April the 27th, en-
closing Price's letter, as district attor-
ney, in reply to the Secretary's, of the
18th of April, showing the list of suits.
This letter of Price, dated the 25th of
April, to Gilpin, shows that there were
but two suits pending undecided dam-
ages in one $2,000, in the other S150
80, and the amount of unsatisfied judg-
ments to be but $5,561 63; the whole
amount for which Swartwout was indi-
vidually liable but $7,720 43. And,
further, that there were 115 protests,
uncertain in amount; "but, by examina-
tion of invoices and appraisements at
custom-hous- e, the amount of each claim
could be readily ascertained." He adds:

"I will apply to the present collector
(Hoyt) for such statement, and trans-
mit it to you, upon my receipt thereof.
It will, however, require several days
to prepare such a document."

Now, sir, in this letter we see that
Swartwout's excuse for retaining this
large balance of $201,000 to meet $7,-00- 0

was false, or could readily be made
to appear true or false in a period not ex-

ceeding, at most, "several days." Were
any steps taken to ascertain the amount
of these protests? None. And, sir, here
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EFXII OF MR. WISE, OF VA

TFE SVB!ECT OF THE LATE DEFALCA
TIONS.

Concluded.

Sir, I sa;J the other day that did not
p i.ti'.'C in these public losses and calami- -

!..!, though I confessed I did feel a thril
of tnanipri at having gained a victory
fr th; truth. The pet bank system and
the s'jb-:re- irers have exploded, as I

a:d they would, and exposed their hid- -

d n enormities, concealed until thev
c?. J be concealed no longer; but I do
sr r i"ice at it. I made me no booth to
s.:and watch for the destruction of cor
rjpt .v.K-t;n-

. imi, sir, mere is one
:mjt Juui.ta being on this earth alone
djw ;n the world wrecked in reputa
two basted slighted by men uot half
is worthy as he is whose soul at scenes
St rejoice, must exult. Who

wn-'r- is net cir, u you will go
c a trie I'cnnsylvania avenue to the

Four-and-a-ha- lf street, beneath
'! Pc ton's boarding house, you will
id a gray-heade- d man, stricken in
srs: his name is Tobias Watkins!

T.i: man, for borrowing money of pub--
' i;;:trs, lun'ls in their hands, not

- 3vc rtlnpr funds in his own hands to his
in usr, was imprisoned on the 14tli of
y iU and tried on three several
r : unnts. on all whicli he was con-- i

an J t'ni':d, on one the sum of S750,
a another s.lou, and the third 3,000.

iie was suntonccd to be imprisoned three i

iwir.hs on each indictment, in all nine
month; but though imprisoned in Au-F-i- '.

1S2L, he was not released until
Virch, 1333. Kept in jail three years

zr.tj ! nitxirhs for a real or factitious
I .'eia 'caron of .s3.050ll
i Where are now the defaulters of this

irm Administration t nere is owar:-aft- er

embezzling public money for
"'ht years in succession, till he had ta
;a and carried away a million and t
:arTT Where is rricef wnere is

How long since their carriage
?e! proudly hurled the Olympic dust
'.lie lashionable streets and avenues
vour metropolis of court and of fash-N- o

marshals at their heels no
:.tr:ct attorneys prosecuting against
'"sn triple indictments; they ran away,

walked awav, unforbidden, and none
j hinder! Where is Boyd? that land

defaulter, who appealed to "the
vi fortune of rjieculation to elect him

the Senate of his State of Mississippi?
.hese are all innocent and unfortunate
remaning defaulters! These are full- -

aa ied public plunderers, pet plunderers,
in! go "unwhipped of justice." Sir, so to

is Tobias Watkins unfortunate. He
bom and bred a eentltman: dazzled

ty the tinsel glare of this metropolis of
splendid misery and shabby splendor,

Mi it was once, with equal force, truth,
end beauty, described by that unequalled
orator of Virginia, John Randolph) of
uoerai miCj and habits, too, he lavished at

T!fTW. three thousand improvidently,
poking in his heart that he should be

:e ta replace that sum, and more, and
--make all straight," and he was impris-
oned for his imprudence for nearly four
?rs, in J made to bear a felon's brand !
A-- sir, but he was a gentleman he be- -

n?eJ to "0,7 the decency," to the "silk
gentry" he was not one of

Jwr Loco Foco defaulters he was not
v auiuuub vj i tin iiwiio -

l.wwaj no robber on a large scale he
not one too full-hand- ed to be touched

'.r th rude hands of the tipstaffhe
m not a defaulter of the great democ-c.- r

aod, poor fellow, he suffered for
gentleman ! By the by, si r, that

ri reminds me of the fact that it was
r ng, and not until the past summer,

iST party first discovered that your Pre-n-t
wa, a gentleman ! The discovery

m nude first, I think, by granny Ritch-- t
Teaeral)l gentleman took meir finding some gentlemen in

ietersburg. as a sel off it seemed,
toasted that President Van Buren, too,
V al ctuan" a gentleman ! Ve ry strange !

maa thev made President,
! -- ucewsor of the' "illustrious" in

g3'' the7 did not find out to be a gentle-C- !
nnil1 the summer of 1838! They

IV surely have been trying to make
out Whig. For myself, I always of

U was in tfe ordinary sense, a
; and it was mortifying tome

ee that the Enauirer. bv imolication

if rfes,,ie"t of the United States could be
0l&er than

Kvh trom US lOJl5f til cn.Man Ale. of
Ver.v5 b"t my colleague there, (Mr.

e0 not however, recog- -
lr. Ritchie as a genuine Loco Foco

'
Mr. Dromgoole said, No, no, he

:frralite. There is a cheering
."deration connected with this dis-reer- J.

though by the Administration
s; U is the brightest omen which has
"cd for years of Mr. Van Buren's

"It seems proper, at all events, that,
by an early enactment, similar to that of
other countries, the application of pub
lic money by an officer of Government
to private uses should be made a felony,
and visited by severe and ignominious
punishment.

1 will soon show vou, sir, that millions
of the public money have bean applied
by officers..of the Government to private

a - auses, with tne Knowledge ot tno Admin
istration. .

"The Government, it must be admitted,
has been, from its commencement, com-
paratively fortunate in this respect. But
the appointing power cannot always be
well advised in its selections, and the
experience of every country has shown
that public officers are not at all times
proof against temptation."

Is the Government fortunate in this
respect now? Can any one tell us how
much we have lost? We hae certainly
been taught of late that Government offi
cers are not always proof against temp
tation; and we may all verily pray that
part of the Lord's prayer which prays

"Lead us not into temptation!"
"If a more direct on the

part of Congress, in the supervision of
the conduct of the officers intrusted with
the custody and application of the pub-
lic money is deemed desirable, it will
give me pleasure to assist in the estab-
lishment of any judicious and constitu-
tional plan by which that object may be
accom pi ished ."

Now, sir, what would the President
consider a judicious and constitutional
plan? We recollect that his illustrious
predecessor considered a committee to
report to Congress as worse than a Span
ish inauisition. What is Mr. Van Buren's
plan? We will soon see.

"I submit to your consideration wheth
er a committee of Congress might not
be profitably employed in inspecting, at
such intervals as mignt De aeemea pro
per, the affairs and the accounts of otti
cers intrusted with the custody of the
public moneys. The frequent perform
ance of this duty might be made obliga
tory on the committee in respect to those
officers who have large sums in thei
possession, and left discretionary with
respect to others."

Sir, all this would seem to be revers
ingthe rule and line of conduct pursued
Dy uenerai jacKson. lie would seem
to be coming at last to my doctrine of
inquiry and investigation. But, no, sir,
hear him!

"They might report to the Executive
such defalcations as were found to exist
with a view to a prompt removal from
office unless the default was satisfactori
ly accounted for," &c.

Ah! sir, here the mystery is solved.
Here is the clew to all Executive conces
sion it is but another step to Executive
aggrandizement. The committeeof Con
cress is to report to the Executive, is it!
A committee of Congress is to travel all
over the United States, as Executive
servants, to supervise the officers of
President, who is sworn to see that the
laws are faithfully executed! Ard pray
what have we an Executive for? Why
have we a president, and Secretary, and
Auditors, and Comptrollers, with plenary
powers to do this verv service? Could
they not have done this, whenever they
pleased to do their duties, for th? last
nine years? We are to convert our
committees into missionaries this Housa
is to be a new sort of "American Board,"
with this difference, that, instead of be
ing missionaries of Christ, we are to be
missionaries of Mr. President Van Bu
ren! General Jackson claimed it as the
duty and prerogative of the Executive
alone, to see that his subordinates exe
cuted the laws faithfully; but his succes
sor asks Congress to perform the Execu
tive duties for him. Does Mr. Van Bu
ren mean to say that it has been f)r
want of such Congressional aid, hereto
fore, that there has been no s ich super
vision by the executive r i nat mere
has been no such supervision, is true;
but, that such aid was wanting, or neces
sary, is not true. 1 ne rresioeni nas
always had the full power of this super
vision he might have found some hon
est men of his own "party fit for offices,
and have appointed honest commission
ers to supervise those who were not fit.
This, sir, is an insuperable objection,
that the President not only asks us to go
out of our usual course, but to become
merged in the Executive. What, sir, is
this House in fact, in actual service, to
become an Executive slave? Is it the
aim of the President still more to pros
trate the dignity of the legislative branch
of Government? Would any other Pre-
sident have dared to propose such a
thing? I would ask the venerable gen-
tleman from Massachusetts whether he
would have dared to ask Congress to di
rect its committees, by law, to report to
him? That gentleman's worst foes,
those who vilified him most, nevercharg- -

ed him with thus insulting the dignity of
Congress. Is this the sort of committee
you are now asking from us? .1 would

refer that defalcations should go on
that the public moneys should all be
squandered that the public character
and morals should go with it overboard,
to having the great lines of demarca
tion between the branches of
the Government destroyed to amassing
all power in the Executive. This would
bring us at once, and at a leap, to the
owest degree ot degradation whither

defalcations and corruption were only
gradually and slowly leading us to the
very footstool of a despot.

But, sir, I come to the important ques
tion now: W ith what view would me

resident have these committees report
to him? He tells us us, "with a view to

prompt removal from office. lhis
brings me to another branch of this sub
ject. 1 will proceed now 10 snow mat
case alter case na uccu rcponcu
Executive, of defalcation, and oi delin

the man's doom waaaled. But. sir,
the gentleman defaul, Watkins, as I
was saying, met his fc; and now that
he has been purified ithe fires of the
law, we may be permtd to do him jus
tice, and to make hime instrument of
retribution. I call hiup; I invoke his
wrongs, his sufTeringshU injuries, his
expiation, to rise in judnent against his
persecutors to condem them. Where
is he now? In a statin vhere he is, no
doubt, far happier thai in his day of pre
carious and terror-hfinte- d show, when
he toiled as a poor s.ve in one of the
stalls of your aocumenl-hctorie- s called
Departments. He is nor an humble
apothecary; anl here I w 1 say, for the
benefit of all who would e honest, and
who wish to be ;lean, thathe keeps for
sale the very best of "doot soap and
chloride of linn, and otter chemical
compositions, to take offkhe spots of
loco focoism, and to cleansfrom all cor
ruption! I recommend tdcertain sub--
Treasury gentlemen to gond buy; but
what if they bo once wa$ed white as
snow, they will, like the bg, return to
their wallowing in the miri

The Administration maypretend that
they wish investigation. is full time
But know is the matter preeed? Every
now and then the chairman ot Ways
and Means (Mr. Cambrelen) comes for-
ward, and, in solemn tone,,asks you to
drop the subject for what he js pleased to
term "business f as it was lot the busi
ness of this House, and its chief duty
now-a-day- s, to look into abuses. Sir,

the party" are in reality, at heart, as
much opposed to inquiry now as ot old
It serves their turn at this ,ime to pre
tend to be diligent and zealots for inqui
ry. They are no more its friends now
than they ever were.

Mr. Cambreleng here in'erposed
hope the gentleman will nttdo me in
justice. I never voted against any o
his investigations. iever.

Mr. W. I said your party.
Mr. C. My party; ha! ha! That is

another affair.
Mr. W. Yes, sir, I believe the gen

tleman is "another ajfair" since the Jew
York election. , And now that the iniqui
ties of your party are daily coming to

io-ht- , now that concealment is no longer
nossihle. every- ' man ot "the . party"1 ...is
prompt to exclaim, "you can t say l did
It!" the nartv itself must be brisk to
make the disclaimer, lest the People set

11 down as rogues together, those who
r, fimnd out aod those who are not.

The People are beginning to compare
Watkins with bwartwout hundreds oi
cases of defalcation with one thirteen
millions of expenditure with thirty or
forty millions and to see that the Aa
ministration of Adams, however bad
was, in comparison with the iniquities ot
this dynastv, about as Watkins to Swart- -

wout 3,050 to 1,225,000! thirteen
millions to forty millions one defalca
tion severely punished, to one hundred
not only un rebuked, but countenanced
and connived at!

And this, sir, brings me to the Message
of this session. So enormous, appalling
have your iniquities grown, that at one
time we were called to an extra session
to cure one system of experiments, and
again another system's blotches and blains
are the special subjects of Executive
communications. 1 he President mmseii,
in self-defenc- e, and Mr. Secretary, are
compelled to acknowledga them in order

account for them Tii Message of
Mr. Van Buren directly contradicts the
letter and certificate of his "illustrious
predecessor." He confesses that all the
Departments are not, and were not
sound, and is all in a hurrah for investi- -

nation. Let us see : ;

MA change in the ofHce of Collector,
one of our principal ports, nas

brouo-h- t to lieht a defalcation of the
gravest character, the particulars of
which will be laid oelor9 you in a spe
cial report from the Secretary ot Area
surv. Bv his report, and the accom- -

J . .;.,,. .panvme documents, it win De seen mat
the weekly returns of the defaulting offi

cer apparently exhibited, throughout, a
faithful administration ot the anairs en
trusted to his management."

Sir, quere de hoc? I will endeavor to
show you directly that this is an error;
that "the weekly returns," u mey naa
been properly examined and compared in
the Secretary's office, would have de
tected and exhibited the very reverse of.

faithful administration" long ago.
But the President proceeds:

"It. however, now appears that he
commenced abstracting the public money
shortly after his appointment, and con-

tinued to do so, progressively increasing
the amount, for the term ot more than
seven years, embracing a portion of the
period during which the puunc moneys
were deposited in the Bank of the Uni
ted States, the whole of that of the State
Bank deposite system, and concluding
only on his retirement from office." &c.

Sir, this is a confession which tallies
well with the illustrious predecessor s
certificate of the "ability and integrity"

the Departments in December, 1836.
"The way in which ais aeiaicauon

was so lon concealed, and the steps
taken to indemnify the United States, as
far as practicable, againsi iusa, win aiso

presented to you. The case is one
which imnerativelv claims the attention

Congress, and furnishes the strongest
motive for the establishment of a more.
severe and secure system tor the safe-

keeping and disbursement of the public
moneys than any that nasucrcioiore ex-

isted."
Ay, sir, and from this we learn the

most extraordinary deduction, that this
defalcation of a sub-treasure- r, ot the
"rrrTvocI rliQrn-lr- r i 1 aQ arSTUmcnt tO

won for the country a victory in Ohio,
notwithstanding ' abolition and its kta--f
dred political vices! Thank God it U ia ;

time for you, sir, in Tennessee!
But, again. From the joint report of

the Comptroller and boiicttor, Kirker
and Gilpin, dated at New York. Novem-
ber 8, 1838, page 19, of this Doc. Nx
13, we learn the following fact:

"It appeared that the last settlement
of his accounts at the Treasury wa up
to the 3 1st December last, (December,
1837,) and, that though he was called
on by the First Auditor, and notice sub-
sequently given t his sureties by the
Comptroller, his accounts and vouchers
from that time to the 23th of March,
1838, when his term of orfice expired,
had never been furnished."

Indeed, sir, it fully appears that he
was never made to return his accounts
and vouchers at all; they were not re-

turned, as you see by the letter read
long after his escape. Now, why wm
this? What was the balance a;rinst
him in December, 1837? The same re-

port informs us:
"The stated balance against him on

the 31st December, 1837, was $?,673,-98-4

56; this however was known to in-

clude all the uncollected bond not due,
bonds in suit, &c. This madj it neces-
sary, as the account and vouchers were
not furnished, that immediate step
should be taken to ascertain th sura re-

ally due as accurately as possible."
Were such steps taken? None, none!

Time after time was Mr. Sartwout
requested and thanked to return hi ac-

counts. Time after time he failed. It
was left, as it were, optional to firnish
his vouchers or not; lie chose to furnish
none; he eloped on the 16th of August.
1833; and no such step was taken at all
until the orders to Underwood in No-
vember, 1538 tweUe month after it
was necessary for "immediate sVps

But again, sir. rrom this report.
pages 33, 34, it does appear that the
accounts of Swartwout for the term com
mencing October 1, an l ending IX-vnr-

-

bcr 31, 1837. were made out at the Firwt
Auditor's office as early as May, 1333.
showing the balance due the Lnited
orates to De sa.bis.yi-- i 50. Here 1

the statement in full, reported bv the
First Auditor, and certified by the Comp
troller; and certified bv the Register
and Woodbury himself Why was this
delay, from December, 1837, to May,
1833; and why, when reported in d
fault, was Swartwout permitted to es
cape as late as August, without arcoun
ting at all?

Now. sir, could not all this have been
done? Did it require a law? None
Why was it not done? Mr. Secretary
does not inform us.

Again: the First Auditor, in reply to
Woodbury s letter, reported as Follows:

Here Mr. W . referred to the whole ot
the answer of the First Auditor, by Mr.
Mahon, Chief Clerk in that office, to the
queries of Mr. Woodbury under date of
ISov. 19; which we are obliged to omit
for want of room

from this report, sir, we learn
1st. That one reason for not detecting

this defalcation is, that the Secretary ex-
tended the time to the collector at New
York for making up and rendering his
accounts for adjustment.

21. The accounting clerks in the First
Audtirs office have not leei made.
since 1832. to ascertain that the balance
of the bond account of the collector was
correctly brought forward, that the addi
tions were correct, and the balance, a
retained, properly stated.

3d. Bonds from New xork cave not
been recorded. Never in time to accom
pany accounts of the Comptroller. This
duty has b?en wholly neglected d J n a7
M r. Woodbury s term of once, si nee
the feconl quarter of 1S34.

4th. The account 01 bwartwout was
not received at the office of the Firt
Auditor until the 10;h November, 1833,
ong after his neglect to forward the ac

count in due time had been reported to
the Comptroller.

5th. That the Collector haJ n b n
required to render an account of all out-
standing bonds.

6th. That the Collector at New York
had not been required to return, with
his quarterly account of the eutoms,
copy ot bis "suspense accounts snowm 2
what items compose that part of th--
balance not consisting of bonds or cash
on hand.

7th. That deposites for duties have
not been regarded as cask at New York.

hilst at Philadelphia they have been so
regarded and the Secretary himself
had control of this uaaccounab!e to
Auditor, but the "rem'dy obvicnts.'

8th. The naval otSer has cot been
made to do his duty, and. if he ha-- done
his whole duty, this defalcation could not
have occurred.

9th. That the "weekly nd moath!y
return of moneys received atd pavf ar

nr ia:o. tie ca-- t x- -t c f w c-- j

Hi kaew, abue all e:"s V. Jt
Sir, if ever a WV-g- fSr-kOf- S

elecie!. a3i I ha a tr.. f fi?Jjf- -

with hi couaci!tfilaji,litSi.w.4A.I
be reasesnVred by m a fn zd
faltSfal public servant. I ts--j m . 35 3t
bu: this report is a vie?Wr z
character. E. i I :c r. ! I a L
iaj a pxsd a2d tru.e bul. aa :a i-- v i
daring here a'cu i eer-- " i. -- v
It may resjove tvsn. i! tv ?y-v- xa

of prtter- - ftlm? TV1 aia t -- :
out of the b h " w. TY.r r
meal-tra- y wa left K30JT-- -i ici:
necr'ecte-l- , asd the n't Vet 7--
mi: ted. at wl!, fc "a aid
with fa.! LeeB"9 frvm S..-ri-- I
show that every cWt
dooed aol ex?-.-rr- f 1 3v th
the nava. ecicei
to ay by the First A jc ir. S.
spirit, l.k a d d rtK't b-- f :t : a d
sustain tiis Jvreraav ?a-;t- -a and
whitewash hi hia-x- 4- - bm.'vs 3J
iel n' ac b. S : a'L mrl wet, Vi'.-t-y

here m thi Hi : aad at :W W'v
hous, he would be rvrw-f- :tinstant? y, or be Lmpeaee-- i r
you will trie Mia aiy t
will find him duir rj ... uooi.-rte- a.

neg'ectfi!, .l!iN-- v artd et v I
mince no terst tear b pe

If h had the smibil.:: wi a b-- r

would J'ttfJ a tri.L -
. 1 !. t--

e-- t jury, arwl I .!.' . tv-s- w pa.ew
convict him!

Sir. the report of the Fir: O
ler cvcSrm tie rrpwrt m tie T.r! .Vt-d.t-.r.

Hre Mr. WL-- re-- l fcota rt

of J. N. Barker swue itnc', a. w a
cess-inl- y vrsu'.'.l. J

Now. sir. b? it
.dmiaitra;oo tV- - j.f,-i.- j

both a'ike diwtirt.iix-- d tL-- tli? i- j
that the : w a s..-..- "

. : .t
was the Pr?siiit-!- : ? v : t
that tSe Ut --i:V-Whv

ha not th dafy, .? y
insisted oa w.'k t'v? ew of .. 3
Executive pr-P- -i. br ',?set
in f cil aod
reSTonsi'. ..ty ?

I aoi b J..jn w h. : - ,.
these case. AaJ, r ia: It.. 1 1. i
be tore yoo, let roe ai - 'A ; 1 1

would there be ia hiiaiflfi oj -
be?orae pe and eeeaor t r-- 1

aad cruise m. j .- -

with a view to a pr.rs. t r .. .. :- -,

otfice? Why p4L Liww '.us
the application of pa . .c ai-- .

oSeer tf Goserts.'?sa; t pr. 3- -

sh..!l be a telony f W .;. &?
statute avail a.ty ta.a? V. . a.id i. !
th-?- y would the C3r c' a.& . 1 e--1

and prrx-- ct tbese p!i.'KMrs! Th rV-sld-- nt.

if he wu. may say. t.l IV
of Vieena. d. ..: id a a rVir ta 3.
wa ttst h 2i at evrr'j. ti

actiOoof his peopl:

, urn 1 mm :

V'.. tvhi V

Till l 'rta a w
ftvt fmula m mm' i in
As aaaea im m4 a

Pas aa v pia aa.1 pesvl:.
any syfts ot las you ? .. - CV-- -

State Baak. pet baa sn-er- a. avlw-ur- y

aad let me a if :tVr e-;- : I w

expected ta wri mtl. ia ?i ha. .. e"
s:irh ssesi l ew.irr i

" r.',J'
Sr, we are toM by ta.: y --t
overaines, Wm, FVa. ?!: t- - Vcym will be a th west iT b-t- ad-mi- ni

re red by ; a.ki ?vi: t"s
worst system w:l b- - a te V. f r v
"eoasJy almisitered bv jx! -t. 1

: r. a ehai ot s 1 nt ' w xi i
geaeral ri-n-- ot cf all "i. ti.s

tee aal senrat.
I m-ts- t bn5 my reTrtr' a e rs

fu ci:rr I n raw &e4 s v:But, sir. i.d 1 t--
2 tSw t er a fa.

boo.1 ia 1236? H t lit--
Depatmeat been rooijrei w a:--. w
aad inegrity? L ey wi--

answer. Aid fV d-- .l rf .o i"' 5
wout. Price. Gnti-it- , Re . UL
Hrri Laar z'Sls ve ...- -. at 1 v.l re
h w BM-- h Broey w ri-- - I L' i
But, ir it i all & bw ti--- t t
poor baiksl II ) evV m vif t
the banks beea ? Tie "

report says:
pirt. A 1st of b-- 4

'

lebted t rile La.e-- 1 Stae f 'i'r
previou To e-- o. TI3. t

hkca are bed toht''r- -

nally a.y cxlatera! y. vv.
M.J Tb wboie Mwt i j. w ""i--

ont cornpatLf rs?err. ej-- t - -

do Jars; and a -- ar part h t -
1

regaried asa tot "ojv

Afsfv? ef a '- - ';
ban 1 a33xe-:-. rrv w ca
collateral se--ir.- tr 'V

. i
T 4 r . t

irz de from t'-se- t-- .eii-e- .
deCnt aceviia Setweea 1?J1 a-- f

October, 1S3T. tTJxH a: rs ew "a.--e.

have been red ahcut 2.tXXV.
act a. ot

- rr - cter, ews- - e f -- rc
toTbe Sfsf i3t.ws!

wHk--h have ty ev vr V
and gfea w w-jr- tty. aalsrs t art
Ortober. 1S37. iw bii ?mr tw,
aad portioo t" t V rc-x- i '. .

bcea aivxace-- i by acne ef ta-rr- a.

i win prove wnai i say. wnen l say
torty cases, I mean that number, at least
which I can enumerate since 1834
can give the names; I have them before
me. I will first take up the case of
Joseph Reckless, a collector at Perth
Amboy, New Jersy. I advert to this
case particularly to do General Jackson
justice. I believe that he was imposed on
in this case by a false abstract of testi
mony made out at the Treasury Depart
ment. Wm. Van Hook, of New York
preferred the charges igainst Reckless
in a letter to Secretary Woodbury.

Here Mr. J Wise read .several letters
which passed between Mr. Keckless and
Secretary Woodbury; and also between
Mr. Woodbury and several of the Re
ceivers of Public Monej, which we are
obliged to omit for wantof room. These
letters shew that Mr. Woodbury had
been acquainted with the defalcations o
Swartwout and the Receivers for two
or three years.

Is this not wilful, base official corrup
tion? Shaving with the public money
was mere "irregularity, ' and "improp'
er practices," thrice proved, admitted
reported, became imputa
tions" as soon as a political partisan
whisperea "Better lei it be!' Sir, these
words ought to bo inscribed over the
doors of the Treasury Department, and
to be branded, like Cain's infamy, upon
the forehead of Levi Woodbury "Bet
ter let it be!17 bir, this embrace all your
principles and practices in respect to in
vestigation of fraud, errbezzlement, cor
ruption, and official nalversation for
year's. These words

,
converted of

,1 .1 r- -suauen me secretary s trowns and
threats into the clearest perception o
"difficulties," and the cbarest proofs in
to "unlounued imputations: ' After this,
what should be thought of this Secreta
ry's denunciation of any charges as "un
founded imputations?

. .O f .'II 1oir, i win reaa no more ot these ca.-- r a ises; mese rew i nave given as speci
mens are not the gravest or the last of
forty or fifty 1 can enumerate. In addi
tion to these, I could show vou facts
the instances of Lewis, Alsbury, Dick
son, Storlinjr. ShelJon, Rogers, Taylor
Ryland, Allen, Hawkins, Blackburn,
Carlin, Owens, Cannon, M. J. Allen,
Hutchens, Benson, Holleman, Mitchell,
McCarty, Simpson, Hays, Skinner, Blake- -
Iy, McKoberts, and numerous others,
"too tedious to mention," all going to
the same point official neglect, viola
t on of law and duty, and corrupt ad
ministration. All going to show more
that the losses have all occurred by fai
lure to deposite in banks, and by leaving
moneys in the hands ot Sub--1 reasurers.
And more still that, notwithstanding
the pretensions set up in the President's

s?ag3 to this session, this Administra
tion is guilty beyond all former exam
p e of "the impropriety of diverting
public money" to private purposes."

ISo, sir, 1 will wade through no more
of these cases. I come at last to that of
Samuel Swartwout, the largest, though
not the last of the list.

Samuel Swartwourt went out of the
office the 29ih of March, absconded on
the 16th ot August, and was not pro
ceeded against until the month of Io--

vember, 1838. How does the Secreta
ry account for this delay?

According to the report to this House,
Swaitwouri's return, March 28, 1838,
showed a balance against him amoun
ting to the sum of 201,090 40.

Letter of Swartwout to Secietary, da
ted April 13, states that he holds this
sum subject to sundry suits at law then
pending to recover back duties.

Letter from W ood bury to Swartwout,
April 16lh, hopes that Swartwout will
deposite one half of that amount to the
credit of the United states.

Letter from Woodbury to Comptroller
Barker, April 16th, would thank him to
have Swartwout s accounts settled.

And here, sir, you must permit me to
digress a momeut to show you a piece of
Mr. Secretary s chicanery in the num
bering of this last letter. You will per
ceive that it is dated the 16th of April,
prior in date to Swartwout's excuses con
tained in his letter and those of Price of
the 20th, 21st, and 25th of April; yet,
in"the Secretary's report, page 3d, it
is referred to as if subsequent to those
three letters of later date. This is some
of Mr. Woodbury's obfuscation, some of
his muddy water to escape by. It is im-

portant, and you would not observe the
effect of this upon a hasty reading. You
will see the effect directly.

The next letter in the series is that of
Barker, the Comptroller, to Miller, the
First Auditor, dated April I7th, reques
ting him to settle the accounts of Swart
wout. , . ;

Letter of Barker to Swartwout, dated
April 17th, requests him to return his
accounts to First Auditor.

Letter from Woodbury to Barker, da
ted April 18th, tcould thank kirn to call
on the Solicitor to get from the District

asks lorn to call on Uick to
get from Harry! in New York (Price)
a list of the suits pending against Swart-
wout for return duties, and their amount,
&c. endorsed with the same request to
the Solicitor.

Now, this letter, you will observe,
was, written in oovious reterence to
Swartwout's of 13th of April, giving
these suits pending as excuse for retain- -

in" the balance m bis handsol zui,ouo.

I bring your attention to the letter of
Woodbury dated April the 16th, number
ed 9, and to his report. Mark you, sir.
page 3d, he says :

"A further inquiry into the case was
however, immediately instituted by me
through the rirst Comptroller and Soli
citorof the Treasury. It terminated in
an impression that the facts and the law.
as to suits and protests, might justify a
short delay in the adjustment. See cop
ies of letters Nos. 6 to 8," &c.

The letters 6 to 8, in his report, are
his of the 18th of April, Gilpin s of th
27th of April, and Price's of the 25th
of April. In the very next paragrapl
ot ins reuori ne aaas:

"But the Comptroller was, notwith
standing, directed to bring Mr. Swart
wout's accounts to an early settlement
and to have a prompt payment made of
whatever amount should appear to be
not in doubt or controversy.",TfcT t

i"mow, would not any one suppose
from. this report, in this connexion, that
this direction to the Comptroller was
given subsequently to the date of this
letter from Price of the 25th, falsifying
bwartwout s of the 16th? The Secre
tary intended to create such an impres
sion, but, upon relerring to the No. 9 he
cites, you find it his old letter of April
id, prior in aaie to an tnis correspon
dence with barker, Gilpin, and Price!

oo tar, men, irom his taking any
steps after this falsification of Swart
wout's excuses for retaining so large a
balance, you find no step whatever un
til a letter from Wolf, the Comptroller,
to bwartwout, dated June 13th, nearly
two months afetr Price's of the 25th,
stating that upon an adjustment of his
accounts he was charged with the enor
mous sum of $1,365,377 18!

This, even, startled not the Rip Van
Winkle of the Treasury; but next
comes lazily along another letter from
the Auditor's office, signed by clerk
Mahon, to Swartwout, dated August 13

wo months, again, after Wolfs ad
justment nearly four months after Pri
ce s of the 25th, which was to admit of
but a short delay, and which required
only "several days," at most calling
upon him to forward his accounts!

bwartwout took steam tor England in
two days afterwards, August 16:h! If
this was speed, "go it, ye terrapins!
Put Woodbury after Swartwout and

! He gave them the word "go,'
and said, "1 am coming!" A Musco
vy drake after night hawks! Sir, every
step he took was like those of his own
unwieldmg body heavy and slow; ev
ery indication here is that he was rather
for giving them timely and friendly
warning to take steam. not leg-bai- l!

It is amusing, now, to look at the next
etter of the Department and its date.

Miller, the Auditor, reports to Barker,
the Comptroller, Aueust 31st. half a
unar after the bird had flown, that

Swartwout's accounts had not been re-
ceived! On the 3d of September his
(bwartwout s) securities were notified
that he had not rendered his account!
The poor fellow s took advantage of this
notice, no doubt. I hey were tools, if
they did not; and then came the circu--
ars, the letters of inquiry, the des

patches to New York, the bustling ac-
tivity, the hurly-burl- y of confusion, and
wonder, and surprise aIFhy, why,
why! Swartwout is gone! He is a de
faulter! ITTio would have thought it?
How did it happen? Can any body tell
how? Can you, Mr. Auditor? you,
Comptroller! any body r

Such is a picture of the administra
tion of your Treasury. It is literally
administered and returned insolvent.

Why was this delay-fro- April to
October, 1838, to ascertain what Price
told them they might readily ascertain?
Whv this postponement to examine in--

. . ,- a - - itvoices ana appraisements i i wm ten
you, sir. Notwithstanding Mr. Secre-
tary tells you thero was no suspicion,

the custom-hous- e, the "return of dbevj oarer rr iwoaey a wpmi-tures,- "

"abstracts of bonds put in u t.; dea lr esreel H im ;W i--

summarv statement of duties cofeet--f
ed," "schedule of bonds taken and Ik; tit--,

dated," required for the Secretary s;
office, have not ben properly mmsi
and compared with each other and with !

the quarterly account current of the
.m.w. w.aM.uw.v'J fJ


